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CLIVE STANNARD

NUMISMATIC EVIDENCE FOR RELATIONS BETWEEN 
SPAIN AND CENTRAL ITALY AT THE TURN 

OF THE SECOND AND FIRST CENTURIES BC1
NUMISMATIC EVIDENCE

I wish to draw together three bodies of numismatic evidence that shine a light on
relations between Spain and central Italy at the turn of the second and first cen-
turies bc. If we can make sense of them, they promise to add considerably to our
historical understanding.
These are:
� the unique iconography shared by certain little known local coinages in Baetica

and central Italy, and a purse-hoard from the Isla Pedrosa shipwreck;
� the huge numbers of Ebusan bronze coins in central Italy, and the relative rarity

of other Spanish coinages; and 
� the massive copying in central Italy of Ebusan bronze.2

Iconographic parallels between Baetica and central Italy

In 1995, I showed the use in Baetica and central Italy of a set of otherwise unknown
types; I call these the �Italo-Baetican types�, the issues that use these in Baetica the
�Baetican assemblage�, and those in central Italy the �central Italian assemblage�.3 I
want to insist upon this numismatic fact, which cries out for a historical explanation.

1 An earlier version of this paper was read at the XIIIth International Numismatic Con-
gress in Madrid; Suzanne Frey-Kupper then brought to my notice a number of further
Pseudo-Ebusan issues from excavations in Sicily, which are incorporated here; I thank
her for her generous assistance.

2 I dealt with the last two themes (with information, as well, on the copying of coins of
Massalia and Termessos) in Imitations and in Monetary stock.

3 See Parallels.
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The central Italian assemblage is largely unpublished.4 It is mainly bronze, but
includes struck lead issues,5 sometimes from the same dies as the bronze; there
are divisional pieces with uncial values, and coordinated denominations. All
legends are Latin, often the names of members of the Annia gens, using the ligate
letters, ¥, alone, and in a variety of expanded forms.6 Overstrikes � including on
post-Lex Papiria Roman bronze � give dates in the early part of the first century
bc. The mint site or sites are probably in southern Latium and northern Campa-
nia.7

Huge lead pieces � the so-called plomos monetiformes � characterise the Baetican
assemblage,8 and there are divisional pieces with uncial values.9 The iconography,
such as the deities, the theatre and the gymnasium, is Italian, not Spanish, and all

4 In many major cabinets, these pieces represent up to a fifth of the unidentified coins.
I described some of the issues in Parallels, and others in Imitations, when they are struck
over, or overstruck by Roman issues; I hope to publish them systematically within a few
years. Many of Group III in: M. von Bahrfeldt, Die römisch-sicilischen Münzen aus
der Zeit der Republik, SNR 12, 1904, are in fact central Italian issues.

5 I use the abbreviation, �PbS�, for struck lead.
6 Legends of this gens include ¥ and L•¥NI, @L•¥N, @•¥I and @•¥, and ¥N/SEX.
7 I first became aware of the existence of the assemblage while studying coins from the

river Liri, or Garigliano, at Minturnae; there are also a few provenanced specimens from
Pompeii.

8 Collected in Plomos and discussed by M. Paz García-Bellido in: Nuevos Documentos
sobre Mineria y Agricultura Romanas en Hispania, Archivo Espaæol de Archeología 59,
1986, nos. 153 and 154, and by G. Chic García, Diffusores olearii y tesserae de plomo,
Revista de estudios locales 5, 1994, pp. 7-12.

Map 1: Baetica, Ebusus and central Italy
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legends are Latin.10 This is not surprising, given the scale of Roman and, even
more, Italian immigration to minerally and agriculturally rich Baetica in the late
Republic;11 the implication is that these issues were used primarily amongst the
Italian colonists. A common legend is P.S (see no. 6); expanding this to Publica
Societas, Maria Paz García-Bellido has advanced the hypothesis that the grandes
plomos were a �company coinage�, issued by those exploiting the Spanish mines and
oil-production.12 Mercury standing with a purse is a common type in the central
Italian assemblage (see no. 19); this reference to his role as the patron of
commerce supports the argument that the Italo-Baetican assemblages are company
coinage. 

Despite the shared iconography, the Baetican and central Italian assemblages
are separate and distinct: most central Italian issues are bronze, while there are few
bronze issues from Baetica; the central Italian bronze includes overstrikes on
Republican pieces, and on a variety of foreign mints (none Spanish), more likely
to have travelled to Italy than to Spain; in each area, the Italo-Baetican types are
associated with types not found in the other; there appear to be no issuers common
to both assemblages; the central Italian lead is of relatively small diameter, unlike
the huge grandes plomos; and there are very few cases where specimens of an issue
can with certainty be provenanced to both areas; but what is clearly common and
unique to these assemblages is the use of the following Italo-Baetican types, of
which I shall illustrate characteristic examples:13

9 The weights of the grandes plomos (presumably asses) vary widely, between about 110 and
240 g; so do the weights of the quadrantes, 68.6 g (no. 29 of Parallels), 40.7 g (no. 30 of
Parallels), and 19.03 g (no. 53 of Parallels), which extrapolate to as standards of about
275 g, 160 g and 76 g respectively; such a range of weights suggests that lead coins were
not made to strict standards. The ˘:Pb ratio in Diocletian�s price edict was 1:34; see
C. Morrisson, Les usages monØtaires du plus vil des mØtaux: le plomb, RIN 95, 1993,
pp. 79-101; if a similar ratio prevailed in the first century bc, the lead equivalent of
copper Lex Papiria asses would have been about 460 g.

10 I now think that the coin with a Punic legend that I listed as no. 97 in Parallels � Head
of Vulcan right / Bull right, Punic �lbt� below,  CNH p. 115, Emisión con leyenda Fenicia
�LBT�, 3; SNG Cop. Spain-Gaul, 75-76) � is, in fact, from an uncertain Punic mint, and,
although it uses a Vulcan type, not a part of the Baetican assemblage, even though the
Milan piece illustrated there has a Liri provenance. The issue appears always to be struck
over Ebusus Group XIX, c. 91-c. 27 bc, semis: Bes / �ybshm - IHH (no. 43). It would be
the only issue in either assemblage to use other than a Latin legend, which seems
unlikely. There are two other denominations, which are not struck over Ebusus, and do
not use Italo-Baetican types (CNH 1 and 2, and SNG Cop. 73 and 74).

11 M.A Marín Díaz, La emigración itÆlica a Hispania en el siglo II A. C., Studia Historica
IV-V, 1986-87.

12 Loc. cit., pp. 29 f.; G. Chic García (supra, n. 8), attempts to tie various of these pieces
to the oil-trade by the coincidence of their inscriptions with amphora-stamps from
Monte Testaccio in Rome; this would imply a date in the first century ad, whereas I think
these pieces are from the turn of the second and first centuries bc.

13 The listing here is not exhaustive; Parallels lists and illustrates all the incidences I then
knew of the use of these types, in both assemblages.
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� a man with a �shovel�14 on his shoulder, often carrying an askos, or the askos
alone;15

� a pair of strigils and an aryballos hanging from a carrying-ring, or tied together,16

alone, or carried by a dog17 or a man; 
� Vulcan; and 
� flies. 

The Isla Pedrosa shipwreck off Gerona in Catalonia adds two further types:18

� a boy kneeling to lace or unlace a stooping man�s sandals, and 
� a mouse and lamp.

14 �Shovel� is a conventional term; it may be a winnowing-fan.
15 For the askos alone, cf. no 17 and Parallels nos. 18 to 21.
16 These can be displayed in two ways: with the ring facing, and the strigils splayed sym-

metrically to either side (cf. nos. 10 and 16), or tied together and seen from the side,
with the two strigils pointing the same way (cf. nos. 14 and 31, and the strigils carried by
the dog in figure 2).

17 The dog with strigils is found in central Italy only.
18 J.-C. Richard/L. Villaronga, Las monedas, in: El yacimiento arqueológico submarino

ante Isla Pedrosa (Gerona), Inmersión y Ciencia, Nos. 8-9 (June 1975); I republished
the coins in Parallels.

19 This column in coin descriptions is the accession number in my Liri database. References
in the coin descriptions are not to type specimens, but to actual coins.

20 An example of the ligate ¥.

1 Obv. Man striding left, a sack over his shoulder, and his right hand raised; D•@OR
to left; border of dots.

Rev. Man wearing tunic striding right, carrying an askos in his right hand, a �shovel� 
on his shoulder; border of dots.
˘     19 mm 9 5.80 g 0.49719 Parallels no. 3 = Madrid 

2 Obv. Head of Janus; border of dots.
Rev. Same as last; ¥ to left.20

˘     17 mm 5 2.51 g 0.146 Parallels no. 8 = Paris, Z3151 

The man with the �shovel� in central Italy
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3 Obv. Bust of Hercules from behind, with head turned left, and a club on his right 
shoulder; border of dots.21

Rev. Man striding left with a �shovel� on his shoulder; C•AVE to left.
˘      21 mm 7 6.77 g 0.499 Parallels no. 14 = Madrid 

as, after c. 91 bc22

4 Obv. Forepart of lion right.
Rev. Same as last; no legend.

˘      28 mm � 11.29 g 0.164 Paris, Ailly 977 

523 Obv. Head of Janus; Ç to left; border of dots.
Rev. Same as last striding right, but with a large pendant phallus.

PbS   21 mm 9 7.35 g 30.009 Parallels no. 15

The man with the �shovel� in Baetica
21 The obverse copies RRC 297/1, denarius, TI.Q, of c. 112-111 bc.
22 This issue is struck over Roman asses, in this case, RRC 339/1 of 91 bc.
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as?

6 Obv. Naked man striding left, a �shovel� inscribed @RUM over his left shoulder, holding
out a bell in his right hand; @• S on either side; all in a laurel-wreath tied below.

Rev. Naked man, half kneeling right, his left leg forwards, pouring liquid from an 
askos; a phallus decorated with fillets downwards to right; Q•CO• ILI•Q• around; 
LVSO in linear tablet in exergue; all in a laurel-wreath with berries, tied below.
PbS   53 mm 6 123.39 g 0.503

as?

7 Obv. Man striding right with large erect phallus and no inscription on the �shovel�; 
NONI IO MINVS around; SJ between legs; no visible border.

Rev. AAT LA& in two lines; border of dots.
PbS   51 mm 4 31.010 Parallels no. 25 = Plomos p. 27, 

no. 4; Col. Cayón24

quadrans

8 Obv. Head of Vulcan, wearing pileus right, tongs on shoulder; border of dots.
Rev. Same as last; ß to right.

˘     18 mm 3.83 g 0.033 Parallels no. 31 = CNH p. 426;25

Lindgren, European Mints 625

9 Obv. Naked man striding right, a �shovel� over his left shoulder; before him a ring, 
from which are suspended two strigils and an aryballos.26

Rev. CELTE; askos (?) below; wreath (?) above; border of dots.
PbS   26 mm 7 8.69 g 0.576 Parallels no. 33 = Plomos p. 8 (Celti),

no. 2 = Col. Gago 138, Seville

23 This issue is struck both in lead and bronze (14 mm), from the same dies.
24 J.R. Cayón�s collection, which he kindly showed me.
25 From the area of AlcalÆ del Río, in the Province of Seville.
26 This is the only issue I know in either assemblage to carry both the man-with-a-shovel

and strigils-and-aryballos types.
27 I thank the British Museum for permission to use the photograph.

Figure 1: Athlete�s bronze toilet set � a carrying ring from which are suspended 
an aryballos for oil, and two strigils. Roman, second or first century BC 27
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10 Obv. Bearded head of Vulcan in wreathed pileus right; tongs behind; @•CAIO before; 
border of dots.

Rev. Ring, from which are suspended two strigils and an aryballos; caduceus to left; 
F to right; border of dots.
˘    19 mm 8 4.07 g 4.189 Parallels no. 39

11 Obv. Bearded, longhaired male figure standing left, leaning on a staff in his left 
hand, and holding a patera in his outstretched right hand.

Rev. Dog standing right, carrying a ring in mouth, from which are suspended two 
strigils and an aryballos; border of dots.
˘    28 mm � 6.64 g 8.003 Parallels no. 41 = SNG Cop., uncertain 

of Etruria 44-45

12 Obv. Panther standing right, its left forepaw raised to hold a thyrsus over its 
shoulder;28 border of dots.

Rev. Same as last.
˘    14 mm 3 2.64 g 0.080 Parallels no 43 = BM uncertain SP pl. 

2872 3/7 

quadrans

13 Obv. Male figure, wearing pileus, and holding long-handled spear (?)29 forwards, ad-
vancing right; TI to left, @•CA@ to left; border of dots.

Rev. Same as last, but ß above.30

PbS  15 mm � 32.020 Parallels no. 44

The strigils and aryballos in central Italy

28 This is the reverse type of the commonest bronze issue in the central Italian assemblage:
the obverse has an ivy-crowned head of Dionysus right; Imitations, pp. 13-14 and pl. 31,
nos. 15-19.

29 Perhaps the �shovel�.
30 An example of lead with uncial value-marks in central Italy.
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14 Obv. Mule�s head right; star and crescent before; border of dots.
Rev. Foot right,31 wearing sandal, with tie-strings at mid-calf; two strigils and an ary-

ballos, bound together for carrying, to right; P•C•AN M•C around; border of dots.
PbS    17 mm 2 31.004 Parallels no. 52, cf. Plomos p. 24, 

no 9··; Col. Cayón

triens

15 Obv. Same as last, but NL below, DE L below; © before.32

Rev. Same as last.
PbS    23 mm 4 31.006 Parallels no. 53, cf. Plomos p. 24, no. 9·; 

Col. Cayón 

16 Obv. Split ring, from which are suspended two strigils and an amphora-shaped 
aryballos; star to left; wheel to right; border of dots.

Rev. Foot right, wearing sandal with tie strings at mid-calf; border of dots.
PbS    22 mm 0 100.261 cf. Parallels 55; cf. Plomos 12; CNG 67, 

2004, 1076 

17 Obv. Askos right;33 border of dots.
Rev. Same, but no symbol, and elliptical aryballos.

PbS    23 mm � 8.63 g 100.056 Parallels no. 57, Aureo, 15 Dec. 1994, 
no. 2309 

quadrans

18 Obv. Amphora; Q•PACCI up to left; unidentifiable object to right; border of dots.
Rev. Same, but ball-shaped aryballos; ß to left; border of dots.34

PbS    27 mm 9 19.03 g 33.004 Parallels no. 58, Pliego 

The strigils and aryballos in Baetica

31 The foot type, common in Baetica, is not found in central Italy.
32 An example of lead with uncial marks in Baetica.
33 The askos is an attribute of the man with the �shovel�; here it appears as a separate type.
34 An example of lead with uncial marks in Baetica.
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19 Obv. Vulcan standing left, wearing pileus, a cloak over his left arm and a hammer 
in his right hand; ¥ behind; border of dots.

Rev. Mercury standing, holding out a purse to left in his right hand, and a caduceus 
on his left arm; ¥ to right; border of dots.
˘       16 mm 8 1.76 g 0.326 Parallels no. 67 = Berlin, Löbbecke 

20 Obv. Bearded head of Janus; border of dots.
Rev. Head of Vulcan, wearing pileus, right, tongs on shoulder; L•¥NI behind; border 

of dots.
˘      18 mm 1 3.90 g 14.002 Parallels no. 72

21 Obv. Head of Mercury, wearing winged petasus, right, caduceus on shoulder;
¥ below.

Rev. Vulcan, kneeling left, and holding a large pair of tongs at ground level; 
border of dots.
˘      18 mm � 2.00 g 16.006 Parallels no. 77

22 Obv. Head of Vulcan, wearing pileus, right, tongs on shoulder; border of dots. 
Rev. Lion running right; µ above; linear border.

˘      14 mm 2 1.63 g 6.036 Parallels no. 85

35 See also no. 8; nos. 19-21 are all of the Annia gens.

Vulcan in central Italy35
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The unifacial tessera, with a fly seen from above, is found both at Minturnae in
central Italy and in Baetica.37 There are no common dies in pieces from the two
areas, and they seem to differ stylistically, which suggests parallel issues, rather than
a single issue.

23 Obv. Bearded head of Vulcan wearing pileus right; S before; all in wreath tied below.
Rev. Vulcan wearing pileus seated left, holding out some object in his right hand; 

AES to left; CED to right; all in wreath tied below.
PBS   47 mm 0 31.012 Parallels no. 91 = Plomos p. 30, no. 18; 

Col. Cayón

24 Obv. Same as last, but Vulcan beardless, no S, and wreath tied above.
Rev. Axe, with handle left, in wreath tied right.

PbS    48 mm 8 116 g 100.085 Parallels no. 92 = Aureo, 28 Sept. 
1993, no. 30336

36 This unique piece, said to have been found in Catalonia, was published by L. Villaronga,
Plomos monetiformes de la Citior de Øpoca romano-republicana, RIN 95, 1993, p. 318, no. 19.

37 The fly is also used as an ancillary type in Baetica; see Parallels nos. 101-103.

Vulcan in Baetica
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